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Tour of Holland Bloorview Kids 
Rehab 
 
On February 25th Dean Don McLean, Judi 
Cooper from the Development Office, and Lee 
Bartel were hosted on a tour of Holland 
Bloorview Kids Rehab by Tom Chau, Director 
of the Bloorview Research Institute. The 
purpose was to get an overview of what music 
and sound related research has been underway 
at Holland Bloorview with the intention to 
project what research connections between 
music and rehabilitation exist. Research 
scientists, graduate students, music therapists 
demonstrated musical steps, Biomusic, Brain 
response to music by functional Near Infrared 
(fNIR) scan, the virtual music instrument, and 
music therapy. One of the interesting spaces was 
Screenplay, a project funded by CIHR to 
create a calming and engaging space for 
children waiting for appointments. It consists 
of touch sensitive squares on the floor that 
trigger a visual image projected on the wall 
and sound in the room.    
 
CBC “Ideas” Broadcast: Allison’s Brain 
featuring Cheryl Jones, MaHRC Graduate 
Associate 
 
The	  Canadian	  Broadcasting	  Corporation’s	  (CBC)	  
signature	  broadcast,	  Ideas,	  featured	  the	  story	  of	  
Allison’s	  Brain	  on	  Thursday,	  February	  19,	  2015.	  
Quoting	  the	  CBC,	  “In	  2011,	  Allison	  Woyiwada	  –	  a	  
retired	  music	  teacher	  –	  was	  told	  that	  she	  had	  a	  giant	  
brain	  aneurysm.	  After	  surgery,	  she	  experience	  
severe	  cognitive	  and	  physical	  defects.	  But	  then	  she	  

Elaine Biddiss, Bloorview research scientist, 
demonstrating Screenplay to Dean Don, McLean, 
Judi Cooper, U of T Development Officer, and Tom 
Chau, Director of Bloorview Research institute	  

Cheryl Jones, Neurologic 
Music Therapist and PhD 
student 



began	  a	  programme	  of	  music	  therapy:	  this	  is	  the	  remarkable	  story	  of	  her	  brain’s	  
recovery.”	  The	  neurologic	  music	  therapist	  working	  with	  Allison	  was	  Cheryl	  Jones,	  a	  
PhD	  student	  in	  the	  Music	  and	  Health	  program	  in	  the	  Faculty	  of	  Music.	  To	  hear	  this	  
exceptional	  story	  go	  to	  the	  website	  of	  “Ideas”	  and	  select	  the	  February	  19th podcast, or 
click on the direct link. 
 
http://www.cbc.ca/radio/ideas   Allison’s Brain  – Thursday February 19, 2015 
 
Podcast:  
http://www.cbc.ca/radio_template_2012/audiopop.html?autoPlay=true&clipIds=2654742
346 
 
 
UPCOMING EVENTS 
 
NICU Music Therapy Training – Still Room for Registration 
 
Early Bird Deadline:  April 1, 2015 
To Register go to:  http://mahrc.snappages.com/home.htm 
 
A Music Therapy in NICU training opportunity is set to take place on Saturday May 30, 
2015 (9 am-5 pm) at the University of Toronto. This is the first time this training will be 
offered in Canada! This instruction is open to music therapists, students in music and 
health related programs, allied health care professionals, nurses, doctors, researchers, etc. 
Registration fees before April 1 are $200. After that $250.00 Costs for this event are 
subsidized by the Music and Health Research Collaboratory.  
 
For more information on this event or if you have any questions, please email Amy 
Clements Cortes a.clements.cortes@utoronto.ca  
 
Topics 
• First Sounds: Rhythm, Breath, and Lullaby 
• EMT as a Noise Modulator: A Continuum of Care 
Instructors: 
• Joanne Loewy, DA, LCAT, MT-BC Director, The Louis Armstrong Center for Music 

& Medicine, Mount Sinai Beth Israel Associate Professor, Icahn School of Medicine 
at Mount Sinai,  Mount Sinai Health 

• Andrew Rossetti MMT, MT-BC   The Louis Armstrong Center for Music & 
Medicine, Mount Sinai Beth Israel The Louis & Lucille Armstrong Music Therapy 
Program for inpatients 

 
 
 
 
 



 
Music and Health Colloquium:  
 
TITLE: Clarifying the connections between music, hearing, and emotional 
communication    
PRESENTER: Frank Russo, Ryerson University, Associate of MaHRC  
Wednesday, March  25, 3:00 – 4:30  
PLACEL Room 216, Edward Johnson Building 
 
These	  Colloquia	  are	  open	  to	  all	  faculty,	  graduate,	  undergraduate	  students,	  MaHRC	  
Associates,	  and	  the	  public.	  
	  
Webinar Series by Room217 Foundation,  a MaHRC Affiliate,  
 
Room 217 organizes a webinar series that features topics relevant to Music Care. These 
are free webinars and are available for participation as the are offered and for free 
download after the event.   
 
March 11   Music at End of Life - Dr. Colin Lee 
April 8   Music & Dementia Care - Robin Rio   
May 13    Singing for Wellness - Melanie Boyd   
June 10  Music & Parkinson's Disease - Dr. Bin Hu   
 
To register for these or to download past webinars please go to:  
http://www.room217.ca/music-care-webinars 
 
	  
Performing	  Arts	  Medicine	  Association	  (PAMA)	  –	  Toronto	  Regional	  
Meeting	  –	  March	  7-‐8	  
	  
The	  PAMA	  conference	  in	  Toronto	  takes	  place	  March	  7	  –	  8	  with	  a	  schedule	  of	  
outstanding	  leaders	  in	  this	  field.	  	  Please	  see	  details	  of	  the	  program	  below.	  
	  



	  
	  
	  
	  



	  
	  
	  



	  
	  



 
 

On the MaHRC Newsletter is created and edited by: Prof. Lee Bartel, Associate Dean-
Research and Acting Director of MaHRC.  For questions or comments: 
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